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In the June 7 midterm elections marked by high absenteeism the governing Partido de Avanzada
Nacional (PAN) took a majority of the 30 contested mayoral posts. Results announced by the
Tribunal Supreme Electoral (TSE) gave the PAN victory in 22 of the 30 municipalities, while the
Democracia Cristiana Guatemalteca (DCG) won three and the Frente Republicano Guatemalteco
(FRG) two. The Frente Democratico Nueva Guatemala (FDNG), Comite Civico Desarrollo Integral,
and a regional coalition each took one.
The newly elected mayors will serve only 18 months because constitutional reforms and election
laws adopted in 1994 require that the president, Congress, and all 330 of the country's mayors be
elected to four-year terms in the 1999 general elections. The lackluster campaign and weak turnout
cast doubt on the usefulness of the outcome for judging how the parties will fare in the 1999 vote.
Before the June elections, President Alvaro Arzu said a "political mafia" of officials from previous
administrations was conspiring to regain power by boycotting the elections. He ordered heavy
police protection at the polls to prevent "tricks." Arzu did not name the conspirators or explain
how they would gain power by not voting in the elections. Voter apathy was consistent with the
uninspiring and underfunded campaigns by the eight parties and 19 civic groups registered to
participate in the elections. TSE figures show that only 40% of eligible voters went to the polls. Some
observers attributed the general disinterest to the widely held view that the governing party had too
great an advantage in the midterm election to be defeated.
One of the advantages of incumbency was the PAN's record on public-works projects. Vice
President Luis Flores Asturias predicted the PAN would take at least 20 municipalities primarily
because of "the tremendous number of public works the administration had ordered." Although
election observers judged the elections fair, opposition parties alleged fraud by the PAN in several
municipalities and said they would file petitions to have the results nullified. The FRG, FDNG, and
the Unidad del Centro Nacional (UCN) charged that the PAN handed out false voter- identification
documents in the municipality of Chinautla.
The opposition also alleged the PAN used government property in its campaigns. FDNG deputy
Nineth Montenegro demanded an investigation into charges that ballots were delivered to some
voting places already marked in favor of the PAN. However, the TSE ruled that the evidence was
insufficient to annul any of the contests.

Congress to consider removing president's immunity
More serious were charges leveled against Arzu for alleged violation of election laws. The
allegations theoretically could result in a trial if Congress votes to remove Arzu's presidential
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immunity. The Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ) asked Congress to consider whether Arzu should
lose his immunity from prosecution after receiving a formal complaint from FRG secretary general
Francisco Reyes Lopez.
In the complaint, Reyes Lopez charged that Arzu and his spokesman, Ricardo de la Torre, had
illegally permitted the use of PAN's official colors in connection with images of government
public works shown on a television news program. Since the PAN has a majority in the Congress,
it is unlikely the vote will go against Arzu, who has survived two other attempts to strip him of
immunity. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 04/13/98, 05/22/98; Notimex, 04/24/98, 05/07/98,
06/07/98, 06/08/98, 06/12/98)
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